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THE CRIMINALITY, COWARDICE, AND CURE 
OF DUELING. 


NumBers xxxv. 16, 17, 18.—Jf a man smite another with an in- 
strument of iron, so that he die, he is a murderer ; the murderer 
shall surely be put todeath. And if he smite him with throwing 
a stone, wherewith he may die, and he die, he is a murderer ; the 
murderer shall surely be put to death. Or if he smite him with 
an hand-weapon of wood, wherewith he may die, and he die, he 
is a murderer ; the murderer shall surely be put to death. 


Scarce any feature of the Bible is more remarkably 
divine than its peculiar estimate of the worth and sacred- 
ness of man. This book was written in ages when ‘men 
were, to a great extent, regarded by their kind as fellow 
foragers with beasts of burden or fellow foes with beasts 
of prey. The mighty mass of men, with the exception of 
here and there a Nimrod, a Pharaoh, and a Xerxes, were 
exceedingly degraded, their lives not otherwise valued 
than as they might avail to waste and destroy in war, or 
eo es of peace hew wood and draw water, and build 
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s and pyramids for their masters. A grand object of 
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revelation was to re-seal man with the image of his Ma- 
ker; to recal him to a just sense of his dignity and worth 
as the child and heir of eternity; to apprise him of hig 
stewardship ; to imbue him with a subdued reverence of 
that breath of God, that inspiration of the Almighty, 
which awakens within him the sacred mystery of life, with 
its conscious individuality, and its onward and endless des. 
tiny, and its felt relationship and responsibility to his bro- 
ther man and his Maker God. Taught by the Bible, man 
feels that his life is a hallowed thing, an inviolable mys- 
tery, the gift of God, his capital upon the improvement of 
which depends bliss or bankruptcy forever. 


And this gift of life, with what an eye does God in hea- 
ven look down upon it!—How his thunders mutter ven- 
geance when the lawless and unanointed meddle with 
it!—How high he has built those walls around it, and 
planted cherubim there, each with his flaming sword; 
and when those walls are scaled, and man dies by man, 
what a wo-tortured wretch is the murderer—what a 
scathed desolation is his bosom—what a laboring, frenzied 
giant his conscience: it seems as if every fiend in the pit 
came by turns and by groups to hoot and chatter about 
his foul deed, and foredate his doom, and blacken the dark- 
ness of his despair. 


The present is deemed a suitable time to call upon 
Christian people to consider the barbarous and bloody 
custom of dueling, and their duty in relation to it. The 
law relative to Murder is a divine law; it is a part of that 
revelation which the ministry is appointed to enforce; 
and when a practice contravening that law obtains in so- 
ciety, the Christian minister‘does not step out of his sphere; 
when he remonstrates against it. This it is my preset! 
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purpose to do, by showing that the duel is murder, by the 
law of God and of man; and that it is murder invested 
with all those circumstances which can render it cold- 
blooded and atrocious. 


1. ‘The law of God in relation to this custom istoo clear . 
to require comment. God has said, thou shalt not kill; ‘ 
and the fearful sanction of this law is aimed against the ~ 
duelist,, not only when he succeeds in killing his antago- 
nist, but in view of the principles which lead him to the 
field. There is murder in the heart, though the conflict 
may be bloodless. Every duel begins in murder. It orig- 
inates in a state of heart, which the Saviour declares ex- 
poses to the judgment denounced against murder. 


2. The fighting of a duel is murder, by the settled princi- 
ples of human law. “ Murder” (says Blackstone) “is com- 
mitted when a.person of sound memory and discretion 
killeth any reasonable creature in being, with. malice 
aforethought, either express or implied. Express malice 
is, when one with a sedate, deliberate mind, and formed 
design, doth kill another. This takes in the case of deli- 
berate dueling, where both parties meet with an intent to 
murder.” “A party killing another in a deliberate duel,” 
(says Russell on Crimes,) “is guilty of murder; for when- 
ever two persons in cold blood meet and fight on a prece- 
dent quarrel, and one of them is killed, the other is guilty 
of murder, and cannot help himself by alleging that he 
was first struck by the deceased; or that he had often 
declined to meet him, and was prevailed upon to do it by . 
his: importunity ; or that it was his intent only to vindicate 
his reputation; or that he meant not to kill, but only to 
disarm his adversary. He has deliberately engaged in 
an act highly unlawful, in defiance of the laws, and he 
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must at his peril abide the consequences.” ‘“ In all possi- 
ble cases,” (says Foster,) “ deliberate homicide, upon a prin- 
ciple of revenge, ismurder. No man under the protection 
of law is to be the avenger of his own wrongs.” Such 
are the principles of English law, and they are responded 
to by the common sense of civilized man. And whatever 
may be the plea of the duelist who has killed his antago- 
nist, and however he may elude the arm of justice, he has 
committed an act which can be described only by those 
terms which are employed by every civilized nation under 
heaven to define the crime of murder. 


3. Dueling is murder rendered more atrocious by the 
deliberation with which it is perpetrated. In a large pro- 
portion of instances the crime of malicious homicide is 
committed in the heat and hurry of exasperated passion, 
under circumstances that partially suspend reason and pre- 
vent reflection. Often too the offenders are ignorant and 


half savage men, whose passions have never been restrain- 
ed and tamed amid the bland influences of refed society. 
Not so with the duelist. His whole affair, from beginning 
to end, is a measured, deliberate business. They are pro- 
fessed gentlemen, who engage in these affairs of honor. 
There: must be no bluster, no outbreaking of rude and 
vulgar passion. They must be calm as a summer morn- 
ing—cool and collected as in the ordinary intercourse of 
society—from the first note to the last shot, there must be 
a studied suppression of all unseemly and unusual excite- 
ment. Both the challenging and challenged party have 
ample time to reflect upon the character and probable — 
consequences of their intended meeting. They have 
hours, and if they please, days, to think of what they are 
about todo. Besides, the men who sustain the so-called 
code of honor, are not ignorant ruffians; they know their ~ 
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duty to society—they lay claim to civility and good breed- 
ing: What then must be the degree, the depth, the impul- 
sive power of that malice, which urges these men to mortal 
combat? ‘There is some palliation for the fanatic, who 
deeming his country wronged, plants his infernal machine 
in the path of the oppressor. There is the semblance of 
a plea for the highwayman, or the pirate, who kills for his 
bread. It is not all malice that directs the stiletto of the 
hired assassin. But it is malice, bitter as wormwood, and 
cold as the last chill of death, that freezes into firmness 
the purpose and the nerve of the duelist. 


4, The duelist contracts the double guilt of murder and 
suicide. By the same act he wantonly puts in jeopardy 
his own life and his neighbor’s. He takes all the appro- 
priate steps to effect his own destruction, by placing him- 
self before the deadly weapon of his enemy, and inviting 
him to kill him if he can: and on his part he employs his 
weapon and his skill to compass the death of his adver- 
sary; and whatever may be the issue of the conflict, in 
the eye of justice and of God, each of the combatants is at 
once a murderer and a suicide. 


5. The duelist is frequently a murderer under pretexts 
eminently hypocritical. The alleged reason for calling a 
man into the field is, in many, if not most cases, not the 
real reason. Who does not know this? How often has 
the duelist. been known to wait and watch, for months 
and years, to find a pretext for a quarrel, that under cover 
of the so-called code of honor, he might glut his vengeance, 
or despatch for ever a successful rival. His envy, his che- 
rished grudge, leads him to put himself in the way of 
insult, and he longs to be insulted, that he may have an 
opportunity of murdering the man he hates, without losing 
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‘entirely his standing as an honorable man in society. A 
large proportion of the duels which have disturbed the 
public peace in this country, have, in fact, been the deadly 
settlement of old and cherished feuds, under the merest 
pretences imaginable. The actors, though professedly 
vindicating impeached honor, were in reality gratifying a 
long settled purpose of revenge and death. 


Frequently the murderous hypocrite will use unwearied 
endeavors to provoke the man he hates, to challenge him, 
that he may have the advantage of choice of weapons, 
distance, &c., and that he may seem to the public the ha- 
ted and the better man, compelled in self-defence to take 
up the weapons of death. Political considerations often 
‘prompt the duelist. It has been affirmed that several 
times in the history of our country, duels have been got 
up for the express purpose of taking off leading and influ- 
ential party men. Such is the abominable hypocrisy of 
no small portion of the men who claim to be paragons of 
honor and magnanimity : mere dastards, who clothe their 
murders with the pomp and circumstance of the duel, only 
that they may save themselves from the elevation of the 
gallows and the attentions of the hangman. 


The hypocrisy of duelists is scarcely less striking in an- 
other aspect.—The code by which they are governed is 
the code of honor.—It is a system that contemplates those 
nice and delicate questions which arise among very high- 
minded and very honorable men. The laws of the land 
may do for the vulgar and gross people, but not for honor- 
able men. They are not discriminating and nice enough 
to weigh and determine questions in which the exquisite 
sensibilities of these gentlemen are concerned. And yet 
this code by which they are regulated, and which teaches 
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them to demand “the pound of flesh,” the heart’s blood of 
their brother in atonement for a contemptuous look or’ 
word—this code, so exquisitely nice in its guardianship of 
their honor, permits these same gentlemen to go under her 
shield to the gambling table, the grog shop, and the bro- 
thel. They may be unfaithful to a wife, but not disre- 
spectful to a gentleman. They may be profane, and op- 
pressive to their dependents, nuisances in their families and 
neighborhoods; and yet all honorable, very honorable 
men; so much so that the prescribed penalty of a doubt, 
expressed in word or look, is death in cold blood. Admi- 
rable hypocrisy ! ( 


6. The real courage of duelists is very questionable. 
It is not courage, but cowardice, that prompts the giving 
and receiving of challenges. It is done because they are 
afraid of being regarded as cowards and without spirit, by 
their corrupt friends, and by that portion of the public 
who uphold dueling. It has been frequently and publicly 
said by duelists, that they abhor the custom—their own 
judgment condemns it, and they offer no other apology 
than the fear of a corrupt public sentiment. It is there- 
fore palpable cowardice that sustains the custom. Duel- 
ists involve themselves in mortal combat simply because 
they have not nerve and courage to resist absurd opin- 
ion, and follow the decisions of their own reason and 
conscience. Cowardice more base and contemptible can- 
not be easily conceived of, than that which thus meanly 
succumbs to a vulgar and abhorred prejudice, against which 
the man’s own reason remonstrates, and where all the 
dear interests of life are at stake. What a perfect coward 
must that man be who is afraid to do right, afraid to re- 
frain from what he professes to abhor, lest he should alien- 
ate a few unreasonable men! 
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‘That the dueling system is a code for cowards, is mani- 

= &t upon the very face of it. It is an agreement among 

. those who adopt it, to behave respectfully and honorably 
in their intercourse, and this agreement is enforced by the 
mere fear of the pistol or the rifle. They thus proclaim 
to the world that they are destitute of those principles 
which secure decorous and gentlemanly conduct among 
other men, and that they can be kept decent and well- 
behaved only by being placed in peril of their lives. Their 
only dependence is upon each other’s fears. Indeed their 

code derives all its efficacy from their cowardice. 





7. The duelist commits murder without the remotest 
prospect of gaining the alleged end. The alleged end of 
the challenger in a duel is to obtain satisfaction for an in- 
sult, and to vindicate his impeached honor. A. alleges 
that B. is not a gentleman; and thereupon B. invites A. to 
meet him in mortal combat: and upon exchanging shots, 
A.is killed. What does that prove? It proves that B. at 
a certain distance may hit amark the size of aman. But 
does it prove that B. is a gentleman? Does it prove that 
he is not a knaveor liar? Have the public reason to feel 
assured that B. is an honorable man because he can hit a 
mark the size of a man? Would not hitting a tree, or 
any other inanimate object, prove his good character 
equally well, besides being a more innocent way of earn- 
ing an honorable reputation ? 





But what satisfaction does B. get by killing his neigh- 
bor? He does not satisfy a revengeful feeling, for he dis- 
avows such feeling. Well, has A., who thought him no 
gentleman, had his ignorance enlightened and his judg- 
ment rectified: by being shot down? Or is B. now any 
better satisfied of himself that he is a gentleman? Then 
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he must have had some doubts before, and should havé 
some charity for A.’s misgivings. Or is B.’s character rei 
stated with the public by the fact that A. is killed? And 
is the killing of a man the criterion by which we are to 
gauge character and worth? The system is as ridiculous 
as it is wicked. It is murder without any tendency to the 
end for which it is professed to be committed. Would the 
fighting of any number of duels have bleached the charac- 
ter of Benedict Arnold, or Aaron Burr, and made them 
honorable men ? : 


The absurdity of the duelist is obvious in another view. 
By engaging in a duel, he virtually concedes that his cha- 
racter is questionable, and an appeal to arms is necessary 
to establish it.’ It would not be thought necessary for 
Franklin, or Madison, or Washington, or Marshall, were 
they living, to engage in a duel. Their characters were 
above reproach or suspicion. They were acknowledged 
as honorable men, without a certificate that they had shot 
down their traducers. But the duelist, by his own show- 
ing, is of so dubious a character, even among his personal 
friends and constituents, that he must fight to convince 
them he is a man and not a poltroon. The evidences of 
his courage and honor have been so few and doubtful, that 
he must go to the field of blood to sustain them. 


8. The duelist is a murderer, not upon some unlooked 
for provocation, but by profession, by rule and system. 
His position on the list of blood is not accidental—it is 
chosen. Dueling is a part, and a boasted part of his 
scheme of life. He has studied his subject. He has ac- 
quired skill in the use of deadly weapons for the express 
purpose of being qualified to kill such of his fellow men as 
he may choose in the course of his life to call into the field. 
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, The common murderer, whom we hand over without hesi- 
tation to the hangman, perhaps never dreamed of commit- 
ting the dreadful deed till a few moments or hours before 
he inflicted the fatal blow. “But the duelist has made it 
a part of his general system, and a deliberate purpose, to 
destroy human life; and to a mind thus trained and pre- 
pared, no event of this kind can come wholly unlooked for, 
or be as in the other case a matter of mere and absolute 


surprise.” 


9. The principles of the duelist are without a parallel 
despotic, sanguinary and subversive of all government. He 
takes upon himself the adjudication of his own wrongs 
and the redress of his own grievances, and thus lends his 
influence to resolve society into a state of nature and sav- 
age ferocity. All laws of God and man must give way 
while this man adjusts his quarrels. He must have the 
whole field of social, civil and domestic relations subject 
to his fury. What though his enemy be a citizen, charged 
with duty to the state; or a representative entrusted with 
the interests of his constituents; or a friend, gladdening 
many a social circle; or a son, sustaining and blessing 
fond and white-haired parents; or a husband, cherishing 
a devoted, faithful wife; or a father, surrounded by affec- 
tionate, helpless children ;—what though he be all these 
and more ;—the claim of the duelist for his blood, on account 
of some unguarded or disrespectful word, is paramount to 
every other. God, and law, and nature, with all her ten- 
derness, must be despised and trampled under foot, while 
this incarnation of ferocity gnashes his teeth, and gluts his 
maw, and quenches his fevered thirst with blood. Good 
heavens! are these the inspirations of honor? Is this mag- 
nanimity, that stalks over the land, scowling at law and 
virtue, and collecting tribute in tears and agonies of widow- 
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ed wives and children “smitten amid their playthings,” . 
and in broken hearts of parents bereaved in old age of 
their only hope ? 


Such is the practice of dueling :—a practice staining 
with blood-spots that “will not out” the history of this 
country, amid all the light and civilization of the nine- 
teenth century—a practice which has already carried off 
its hundreds of victims, without punishment and almost 
without rebuke; selecting them, in some instances, from 
the pride and strength of the nation. 


It is time to consider the question, whether this abomi- 
nable and bloody relic of barbarous times shall be tolera- 
ted any longer. The land is defiled with blood unright- 
eously shed, and its cry has gone up to Heaven; and the 
men of violence who have shed it, not only escape, “un- 
whipt of justice,” but are endured among honest men, and 
elevated to places of trust and honor. Will Christians 
hold their peace, and wink at the enormity? Will patri- 
ots entrust despisers of life with the guardianship of life? 
Or scoffers at law and government with the making of 
law? Shall public sentiment tamely acquiesce in a sys- 
tem of ruffianism that is a disgrace to the nation and the 
age, and an insult to the throne of Jehovah? We trust 
not. We trust and believe there is courage, and patriotism, 
and virtue enough among us, speedily to give this practice 
its true place in the catalogue of crime, and consign to 
merited infamy every man who shall hereafter be engaged 
in a duel. 


This may be done,— 


1. By the cultivation of a deep seated reverence of law. 
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The laws cannot execute themselves. They derive all 
their force and efficiency from public sentiment. They 
might just as well be written on the sea beach for the gov- 
ernment of the waves, as spread out on our statute books, 
if not sustained and reverenced by the public mind. But 
is it not as true as it is humiliating, that an increasingly 
lax sentiment, of which lynching and mob violence are 
the exponents, pervades the land? And when passion 
and temporary excitement have wielded the scales and 
the sword, have we not winked at it, or made inefficient 
resistance? ‘To lay our hand effectually upon dueling, 
the spirit of the community in relation to law must be re- 
illumined and reinforced. Every man must learn to look 
upon the law as his best friend, and must regard all vio- 
lence offered it, as he would the murder of a father. 


2. The correct but scattered and slumbering sentiment 
of the nation must be concentrated and made to operate 
with force and energy sufficient to constrain the public 


authorities to do their duty in reference to duelists. It is 
notorious that the escape of the duelist who has killed his 
antagonist, is a matter of course, in many parts of the coun- 
try. His crime may be committed at noon-day, in cold 
blood, and within limits where the law has provided for 
its punishment. There may have been twenty witnesses 
of the deed, and yet it will be marvellous if he is even in- 
dicted; or if indicted, it is almost certain no jury will con- 
vict him. Why is this? Does the public mind in any 
state in the Union sanction cold blooded murder? . Or is 
it only dormant and inefficient? We believe there is 
nothing worse than criminal apathy on the subject. Al- 
most every reflecting mind disapproves the practice. There 
is no need of creating a public sentiment against dueling. 
God has written it on men’s hearts. They recoil instinct- 
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ively at the wanton shedding of human blood. All that 
is necessary is to combine and quicken the opinion of the 
country, and juries and judges will do their duty. If one 
tenth of the effort had been made to rouse the country on 
this subject that has been made in reference to the evil of 
intemperance, there would now be no hesitancy in arrest- 
ing the duelist and convicting him of murder ; and no man 
would dare fight a duel who had any regard for his public 
character. 


It is time then to awake on this subject. All classes 
among us have incalculable interests at stake in the un- 
warped administration of law and justice. But the land 
is defiled with blood; while justice is fallen away back- 
wards. And until Christians and patriots lift up their 
remonstrances, and bring all their influence to bear against 
this enormity, every drop of blood spilled in single combat 
will lie at our door, and will be recompensed when our 
cup is full. 


The press has a high duty to perform in relation to this 
practice. Its influence is mighty,and must be felt. Let 
it plead for an insulted nation against this abomination — 
Let it call dueling by its right name of murder. Let it 
pour forth its rebukes without respect to party, against the 
monster who dares to trifle with life and with his brother’s 
blood. And let those rebukes roll like thunder peals over 
~ the land till the nation shall awake and redeem itself, and 
the murderer in high life shall be consigned with the mur- 
derer in low life, into the hands of justice, that they may 
be hanged by the neck till they are dead, and thus expiate 
by a common ignominy their defiance of the majesty of 
law and the sacredness of life. 
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Political men, patriots of every school, are solemnly call- 
ed upon to annihilate this custom, because it is subversive. 
of our civil institutions and of all free governments. “A 
free government is a government of laws made by the 
people for the protection of life, reputation, and property. 
A despotism is where life and its blessings are subject to 
the caprice of an individual. Those maxims and practi- 
ces, therefore, which remove life, reputation, and property, 
from under the protection of law, and subject them to the 
caprice of an individual, are the essence of despotism,” and 
ought to be resisted. Such a despotism duelists have set 
up in the face of high heaven, and through the length and 
breadth of a land claiming as its peculiar glory a govern- 
ment of laws. The acts of Great Britain that drove the 
colonies to revolution bore no comparison to the enormity 
and arrogance of the despotism established and maintain- 
ed by duelists: Look at their daring contempt of the 
foundation principles of free government; their unblush- 
ing defiance of law and nature; their corrupting and 
blighting warfare upon the public virtue; and their havoc 
of private happiness: array before your mind the gory 
forms of those who have ingloriously fallen without law, 
or trial, or jury ; and then say if such a despotic code is to 
be tolerated in this age of light and land of freedom. | 
Shame, honor, humanity, religion, forbid it! Let this hea- 
ven-daring despotism receive a stern rebuke from every 
patriot and honest man. Henceforth let the man who 
will not forswear and condemn this abominable code, 
know that he is a doomed man, exiled from society, dis- 
owned by his party, despised by his country, and aban- 
doned to the terrors of justice and an offended God; and 
let him feel, with the first murderer, that he is “a vaga- 
bond on the earth.” 
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The pulpit also is bound to speak out on this subject — 
This isno political matter. Corrupt partizans may indeed 
take advantage of any excitement on the subject, and at- 
tempt to turn it to party purposes :—but for that they 
must answer. The pulpit has its duty to perform, and is 
not responsible for the abuses of the ambitious and the un- 
principled. Dueling is a crime of such magnitude, and so 
directly rebellion against God, that every minister must — 
lift up his remonstrance against it, and forewarn the peo- 
ple that if this sin is not removed, God will have a dread- 
ful reckoning with them. It is from the sanctuary, after 
all, that the blessed influence must proceed which shall 
effectually remove this and every other sin which is now 
filling up our cup of national iniquity. The gospel must 
go forth and imbue the people with love to God and man, 
and pervade the nation with sentiments of kindness and 
forbearance, and good will; and then wasting and vio- 
lence will cease from among us. 

Lastly, let every parent, every wife and sister, unite.- 
in the reprobation of the custom we have been consider- 
ing. No where does this evil fall heavier or with more 
desolating power, than upon the domestic circle. When 
the duelist lifts the weapon of death, he aims not merely 
at his antagonist on the field, but through him strikes the 
infirm parent, the affectionate sister, the fond wife, the in- 
nocent children. And do not suppose that you and your 
families are beyond the reach of this scourge. True, the 
code of honor so-called, may not be recognized in your 
vicinity, or enforced by the example of immediate friends. 
But do not dream that you are out of danger. That bro- 
ther, that son, will soon form new connections, and come 
under new influences. He may learn amid those influ- 
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tain circumstances necessary. He may unexpectedly find 
himself int ‘those very circumstances ; and his counsellors 
may appeal to his wavering mind, and tell him there is no 
honorable escape from mortal combat. He thinks hur. 
riedly of his home, his mother, his wife, and_ his little 
ones—and he thinks of his honor * * * * * *. Do you 
see that. group of men, stealthily winding into that beau- 
tiful valley, that looks as if nature had just retired to it to 
present unseen an offering of flowers and music to the 
Father of man and of mercies? And do you observe that 
other group? And now they are all in the vale—What 
will they do? They are bretliren. Have they come to 
bless each other and to worship? But what mean those 
fierce looks, that measured distance, those compressed lips, 
that scowl of defiance, those extended weapons !—Ah! 
the deed is done, and the life blood gushes from a heart 
rent. by a brother man. And that ghastly form was a 

































































ter be wrung with such heavy tidings? Parent, sister, wife; 
children, join with me in prayer that it be not yours. 
Christians! patriots! citizens!—say with one voice— 
what God and nature have said—Wo murderer shall go 
unpunished. We owe it to ourselves, we owe it to the 
general cause of freedom, to hold up the example of one 
great nation, in which life, liberty and peace are secured? 
by the omnipotence of law and a pervading sense of respon- 
sibility to the Infinite Judge. Let then the wise and pa- 
triotic do their duty, in spreading light, uniting public sen- 
timent, and executing justice—let the lawless of every 
name be made to “feel how awful goodness is”—and one 
and another of our national sins will soon be blotted out, 
and our land become pre-eminently “a dwelling-place of 
righteousness—the joy of the whole earth.” 
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. son, a husband, and a father. Whose bosom shall hereaf- . 
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